


Pacific Hagfish 
off the Oregon 

Coast



Pacific Hagfish (Eptatretus stoutii)
Family: Myxinidae (5 Genera, ~60 – 70 spp
worldwide)

• No scales, jaws, true eyes, vertebrae, or paired 
fins (but has a skull)

• One nostril, one gonad
• Four hearts



By Nobu Tamura - Own work, CC BY 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=19461368
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Pacific hagfish life history
•Produce about 25 eggs per cycle
•Capture depth ~ 91 – 219 m over muddy bottom
•Can live to be at least 25 yrs old
•Growth estimates range from 1-4 cm/yr
•Mature between 8-12 yrs old
•Maximum size 67 cm

• No larva has ever been observed. Embryos, yes. Once. A 
hundred years ago in Monterey Bay.







Jensen, D. 1966. Scientific American, V214:82-91







Current Oregon Management
• Open Access Fishery
• Gear - 200 trap gear limit, escape mechanism 

(holes in trap) required
• Market-driven minimum size ~35 cm
• 1.6 mill lb “harvest guideline”
• Logbook required

• Some non-compliance issues, resolution 
underway. Sort of. Frustrating.



“Open 
Access” 
means you 
need a boat 
and a license.

Maybe not 
be at all 
queasy…



…and Buckets. 
Lots.









Market History
• “Eel Skin” in early 90’s
• Became a “Developmental Fishery” in 1995, 

since suspended
• Transition to a food fishery late 90’s

• Primarily landed dead but live landings began in 2008; live 
fish landings dominate catch beginning in 2010 (80 – 90%)

• Primary market Korea (popular as street food)
• Recent increasing competition

• Vietnamese Fishers: “Larger fish, tastier” 
• Recent ex-vessel value ~$1.5M/yr



Fishery 
Monitoring by 
MRP

• Length, weight, sex, 
maturity

• Where/when caught
• Where/when landed
• For how much



Fishery Stats

“Eel Skin”

Primarily Dead

Primarily Live
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Rank Order

Landings per Vessel: 2000 - 2021VESSEL 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
1 113 71 77 59 30 31 2 40 41 25 42 18 2 27 26
2 30 20 29 39 35 42 44 43 31 42 27 2
3 23 65 77 54 35 21 14 10 20 2 7
4 29 40 43 21 36 35 31 16
5 55 48 2 29 34 25 33 7
6 6 55 33 36 24 21 32 1
7 7 36 48 32 30 10
8 18 63 22 8 23 9
9 2 61 29 18

10 40 41 10 14 3
11 84 18
12 26 8 18 8 40
13 9 40 45
14 27 19 19 4 1 19
15 13 8 12 20 19 3
16 47 6 7
17 48 5
18 8 10 11 5 8 6
19 12 32
20 11 30
21 5 35
22 5 24 6
23 35
24 4 5 3 8 9
25 26 2
26 3 23
27 20 2 3
28 17 7
29 23
30 3 5 3 8 3 1
31 13 9
32 22
33 8 14
34 1 20
35 10 10
36 4 7 7
37 8 9
38 5 7 5
39 6 9 1
40 15
41 14
42 12
43 11 1
44 8 4
45 11
46 11
47 5 5
48 9
49 1 8
50 9
51 4 5
52 8
53 8
54 7
55 6
56 5 1
57 6
58 5
59 5
60 5
61 5
62 5
63 5
64 4
65 4
66 4
67 4
68 3
69 3
70 3
71 3
72 2
73 2
74 2
75 2
76 2
77 2
78 2
79 2
80 1
81 1
82 1
83 1
84 1
85 1
86 1
87 1
88 1
89 1



Constraints



Fishery Issues
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QUESTIONS?
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